128                      Bllicher

turned back. I am following fast in his tracks and
hope that Silesia is now saved. I have made Berlin
secure by enticing the French Emperor here and hold-
ing him fast for seven days. ... I am well and much
rejoiced to have put the great man's nose out of joint.
He is said to be furious at his inability to make me
give battle.

We see now the aims that Yorck's imaginative
powers had been too feeble to comprehend. He
must have seen his own error for he joined with
great heartiness in the battle of the ensuing day.
But the rubs with Bliicher were to continue at
intervals throughout this and the next campaign.

The French forces that remained to face Bliicher
were, even now, equal in number to his own; but
they were under the command of Macdonald of
whom Napoleon himself once said: " He is good, he
is brave but he has no luck." On August 26th
Bliicher had already given directions for an attack
when he found that the French of their own
accord were advancing across the Katzbach.
On its way to the Oder the last-named river
flows past Goldberg and Liegnitz and is joined,
between these two towns, by another stream called
the " raging Neisse." In the two angles formed
by this intersection, in other words on both sides
of the "raging Neisse" and on the south bank
of the Katzbach, took place the great battle that
takes its name from the larger stream. It was the
first decisive victory the Prussians had won not
only in this war but for more than half a century.